
Programme Videography and Decolonising Childhood 

 

Date: 30 November 2019 

Time: 8.30-3.00  

Venue: HUMA, University of Cape Town 

 

Programme 

8.30  Registration 

9-10.30 Dr Soern Finn Menning  – University of Agder (Norway) 

  Getting affected by cinema to reconfigure video research 

10.30  Coffee 

11  Overview Special Issue - ‘Videography and Decolonising 

Childhood’ 

In Video Journal on Pedagogy and Education  

Guest editors: Prof Karin Murris & Soern Menning  

11.30  Dr Nikki Rotas - Rowan University (Canada) 

Cinematic Pedagogies in Childhood Research: Making Images 

   that move and endure time 

12.30  Lunch 

1.30-3  Collaborative Exploration: Figurations of childhood in visual material 

  

 

Dr Soern Menning - Getting affected by cinema to reconfigure video 

research 

When reading Deleuze’s work on cinema one challenge is that it requires a 

close knowledge of the history of cinema and the examples portrayed in his 

books. Hence, this session will consist of screening several clips from both film 

history and more recent cinematic expressions to make some of the 

concepts alive and tangible. The aim is to get affected by cinema while at 

the same time drawing on Deleuze´s analysis of moving images as well as the 

reading of contemporary cinema pieces as presented in Cole and Bradley´s 

(2016) work on the pedagogy of cinema. In addition, I will suggest certain 

parallels to the different genres of film/video used for research purposes. The 

subsequent communal discussion seeks raise the question how these visual 

expressions might open up further possibilities to reconfigure the use of video 

in educational research. 

 

Dr Nikki Rotas - Cinematic Pedagogies in Childhood Research: Making 

Images that move and endure time 

This session focuses on the process of creating still and video images with 

children. Three concepts (i.e., gesture, encounter, endurance) are explored 

through posthuman theories and in relation to issues of visual representation 



in childhood research. The use of wearable cameras (by both researcher and 

children) is further explored, putting into question methods of documentation 

and visual analysis in school settings. In particular, I introduce the practice of 

‘mashing’ (Rotas, 2018) as a provocation to unsettle static images of 

representation. I emphasize the affective dimension of image-making with 

children and consider the potential of re-imaging experience in ways that are 

grounded in collective action.    

  

Biographies 

Dr Soern Finn Menning is an assistant professor at the Department of 

Education, University of Agder, Norway. In his doctoral thesis he explored 

curiosity as a value loaded notion in educational practices. Additionally, he 

has a background within visual communication and has worked as a 

screenwriter for award winning short and feature films. 

 
Dr Nikki Rotas 

Nikki Rotas is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Interdisciplinary and 

Inclusive Education at Rowan University. Her research intersects 

environmental science, technology, and arts-based education in elementary 

and early childhood studies. As an interdisciplinary scholar, she draws on 

theories of movement and affect in relation to educational research in urban 

settings. Nikki is also interested in feminist new materialist methodologies and 

the use of wearable technologies in urban schools and communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


